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SERMON. 



2 Cor. III. 17. Where the spirit of the lord 
IS, there is liberty. 

The appellation of Lord is often given to the 
Saviour by Paul. Independently of the cases in 
which the apostle calls him the Lord Jesus, and the 
Lord Jesus Christ, the simple appellation of Lord 
is more frequently employed by him, than any other 
designation of the Messiah. There can be no rea- 
sonable doubt, that by Lord, in our text, is meant the 
Lord Jesus ; so that the passage would convey the 
same idea which it now does, if it should be trans- 
lated, "Where the spirit of Christ is, there is liberty." 

The phrase spirit of Christ, as employed in our text, 
means either that spirit which Christ bestows on his 
true disciples and followers, or that which real Chris- 
tians possess and exercise. Whether we understand 
it in the former, or the latter sense, will make no 
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material difference in the meaning of the passage. 
The spirit which Christ gives, is a Christian spirit ; 
or, in other words, it is a spirit which makes his fol- 
lowers like to himself. On the other hand, the ex- 
pression spirit of Christy is not unfrequently employ- 
ed by the sacred writers to designate the simple idea 
of a Christian spirit^ viz. that temper of mind which 
the disciples of Jesus possess and exercise. 

It amounts, then, to the same thing in substance, 
whether we say that spirit of Christy in our text 
means the spirit which he bestows, or that which 
Cristians possess ; for it is one and the same. The 
only difference is, that when we employ the phrase 
spirit of Christ, to designate the sptnY which he im- 
parts, we make a special reference in our mind to him 
as the author of the gift ; but when we use the same 
phrase merely to designate the spirit which Christians 
possess, we consider it simply as belonging to Chris 
tians and as being exercised by them, without any 
special reference to the source from which it comes. 

The meaning of our text, then, appears to be, that 

WHERE A CHRISTIAN SPIRIT EXISTS OR REIGNS, THERE 
WILL LIBERTY OR FREEDOM BE. 

The original design of the apostle, when he utter- 
ed this, was not to express a sentiment merely politi- 
cal or civil. Still, something of this nature is in- 
cluded in the expression. He had just been speaking, 



at some length, of the imperfect light and liberty of 
such Hebrews as remained attached to the ancient 
Mosaic institutions, with all their ritual prescriptions. 
In our text he avers ; that where a Christian spirit 
prevails, there men are freed from Jewish ignorance 
and bondage. Nor was their liberty merely freedom 
from ceremonial prescriptions. As the performance 
of the Levitical rites was intimately connected, in a 
great variety of ways, with the civil and social state 
of the Hebrews ; so freedom from these rites would 
necessarily affect many of their civil and social rela- 
tions. 

I have dwelt thus long upon the explanation of the 
text, in order to show that I am not making a fanci- 
ful or perverted application of it, when I apply it to 
the present day, and aver, thai where a christian 

SPIRIT PREVAILS, THERE WILL BE TRUE FREEDOM 
OR LIBERTY. 

All civilians who hear me, will accede to the pro- 
priety and certainty of the maxim, that wherever 
the reason for any particular law exists, there the law 
itself ought to be considered as in force. It is equal- 
ly true, that wherever there exists a good reason for 
the application of any principle contained in the law 
of God, there the application of it ought to be made. 
I hope to shew, that there is as much reason to main- 
tain that a Christian spirit will free men, at the pres- 



ent timey from bondage and oppression, either of a 
civil or ecclesiastical nature, as there was to main- 
tain, in the time of Paul, that the same spirit would 
free the Jewjs from the burdensome part of the Mo- 
saic institutions- 

In pursuing the subject thus introduced, it is my 
design to inquire. 

I. What true liberty is ; and 

II. I shall endeavour to show, that a christian 

SPIRIT WILL PROMOTE AND SECURE IT. 

I. What is true liberty ? 

It is not a right to do, in all respects, as every one 
may wish. I take for granted the principle, that 
men are designed by their Creator to live in a social 
state, and under civil regulationftu In this respect 
we may well say. The powers that 6e, are ordained of 
God. If this point be conceded, it follows that no 
one can have a right to do those things which will 
endanger the existence, the safety, or the well-being 
of the civil and social state. The right to commit 
murder, to rob, and steal ; the right to plunder, de- 
fraud, oppress, assault, slander, or in any way to 
iii|ure, one another, is utterly precluded by a state of 
true liberty; and this, for the reason that such a 
right would necessarily prevent the enjoyment of any 
blessings which liberty proffers. A liberty to do 



wrong, to injure others, would, while men are as 
they now are and as they always have been, be fatal 
to all the interests and happiness, which it is the de- 
sign of the civil and social state to promote and . 
to secure. 

I need not dwell on a negative view of my subject, 
which is so obvious and generally understood. But 
when we come to a positive view of what true liberty 
implies, there is more room for diversity of opinion, 
in regard to some of the minute particulars. It will 
not be expected, on an occasion like the present, that 
I should descend to a discussion of such particulars. 
Let me merely pass in brief review some of the 
more important principles, in respect to which all, 
or nearly all, of us shall be agreed. 

A true state of freedom implies protection anb 

SECURITY WITH REGARD TO LIFE, PERSONAL LIBERTY, 
AND LIBERTY OF CONSCIENCE ; IT ALSO SECURES 
THE RIGHTS OF PROPERTY. 

1 . It provides for the safety of our lives. 

This it does, in all cases where they are not for- 
feited by crime. And in every case where we may 
be accused of having committed a crime, true liberty 
makes provision that we shall be tried in an impartial 
manner. Our lives are never to be put in jeopardy, 
unless the safety of the State demands of us to ex- 
pose them on the field of battle ; or, unless we have 
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brought ourselves into danger, by our own disobedi- 
ence to the laws of our country* This principle is 
so plain, that I need not occupy another moment of 
your time in discussing it. 

2. True freedom implies the security of personal 
liberty. 

" God has made of one blood all the nations of 
men, for to dwell on all the face of the earth." All 
are descended from one common parent ; all are 
made in the image of God ; on all has he bestowed 
the endowments of speech, of reason, of an immortal 
spirit. All are candidates for endless bliss, or for 
misery which will correspond to their deserts. All 
have substantially the same weaknesses, wants, and 
woes ; and all are placed, by the God who made 
them, and by the nature with which they are en- 
dowed, on the same level. The Creator of heaven 
and earth, is God of the Jews and of the Gentiles, 
of the European, the American, and the African. 

These sacred truths are recognized by that ever 
memorable instrument which created our national 
existence. By nature, all men are free and 
EQUAL. There may these words continue to stand 
inscribed, in high relief, until time shall be no more ! 
But if not, — ^if they must be erased by the hand of 
violence and blood; if they must be blotted out by 
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time, which blots out states, and nations, and em- 
pires ; yet they will forever remain inscribed, in 
characters of light, upon the very nature which our 
Maker has given us. They are enstamped upon it, 
with an indelible impression made by the hand of 
the Almighty. 

I speak to those who know how to prize personal 
freedom^ and to protect it ; therefore I may be brief. 
They well know, that all original differences between 
men, so far as the constitution of their nature is con- 
cerned, are the result of accidental causes, of climate, 
of soil, of local peculiarities. The new born Euro- 
pean monarch, or nobleman, is just as helpless and as 
dependent as the new bom African or Indian. The 
white man has no pre-eminence, by nature, above 
the black. If a difference in the colour of the skin, 
can entitle one to a freedom of which the other may 
be deprived ; then a difference of features, of limbs, 
of bodily form or vigour, among those who have a 
white skin, may, on the same ground, afford just oc- 
casion for denying to some a personal liberty which 
is granted to others : for it is quite plain, that these 
things affect the disposition and character of men as 
much as the colour of the skin ; nay, more. The 
reasoning, then, which denies to the African his per- 
sonal freedom, if consistent with itself, should deny 

to those of the whites, who are deformed or defec- 

2 
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tive in any physical part, or stupid in respect to their 
intellectual capacities, equal rights with those who 
are endowed with beauty and perfection of physical 
nature, and with high intellectual powers. 

I meddle not with the question, here, respecting 
what shall be done with those who are already slaves 
in our country, and who are not, at present, qualified 
in some of the most important respects, either to act 
for themselves, or to exercise the privileges of en- 
lightened freemen. While their mihappy case makes 
a deep stain upon the fair character of our liberty, 
and creates a fearful sensation of future danger to 
those who voluntarily or involuntarily hold them 
in bondage ; it must be admitted, that the question. 
When and how shall they be freed ? is one of the 
most embarrassing ones that ever any statesmen and 
friend of liberty was called to discuss ; one which 
can never be settled in any way, \ fear, without 
incurring great hazard, both to the owners of slaves, 
and to the government under which we live, 

3ut, to quit this unwelcome and distressing theme, 
I proceed to observe, that personal liberty implies a 
right to engage in whatever honest occupation we 
please, without any restraint. It is a right to go 
where we please, and when we please, provided we 
do not thereby injure the rights of otTiers. It implies 
safety from all arrest or restraint, except for crime or 
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default. It extends equally to the beggar on the 
dunghill, and to the first Magistrate of the nation. 
It can never be lawfully invaded, except where a 
man, by his own misdemeanour, has compelled the 
society of which he is a member to restrain it, be- 
cause he abuses it to the prejudice of others. 

3, True freedom secures liberty of conscience. 

By liberty of conscience^ I mean the privilege of 
worshipping God^ without restraint or molestation^ in 
the manner which every individual may judge best. 

The only exceptions to be made, are those cases, 
in which the mode of worship may interfere with or 
injure the rights of others ; or, in which things may 
be practised, that are a violation of the laws of the 
community designed to guard the public morals, or 
to secure the peace and welfare of private individuals. 

I am well aware, that there is much ground here, 
which has been, and which may be, disputed. It has 
been often alleged^ by those who defend an exclusive 
civil establishment in matters of religion^ that it is in- 
consistent with the prosperity^ and even with the safe- 
ty, of any State, that any other form of worship than 
the one established should be tolerated^ They avoW 
moreover the belief, that there is a right in the civil 
government to prescribe in regard to the subject of 
religion, similar in its nature to the right which ^u- 



12 

thorizes the same power to restrain theft, robbery, 
slander, or any other offences of a moral nature. 

It must be acknowledged, that it is not easy to 
meet the simple theoretical principle of this argu- 
ment, by reasoning which is conclusive. ^^ If the civil 
power has a right to interfere at all with the moral 
conduct of citizens, and to regulate it so as to pro- 
mote what it judges to be the greatest public good ; 
then why may it not interfere with matters of reli- 
gion, which most of all are concerned with the regu- 
lation of the public morals ?" 

Specious as this reasoning may seem, however, 
there are difficulties in the way of putting any re- 
straint upon liberty of conscience in matters of reli- 
gion, which are of a nature so formidable, as to make 
the principle that I have undertaken to defend quite 
clear and certain. I can do no more than merely 
hint at them. 

From the very nature of the case it is plain, that 
all compulsion in regard to religious opinions is utter- 
ly out of question. To speak of compelling a man to 
think as we do with respect to religion, in any other 
way than by giving him instruction and influencing 
him by argument, is an absurdity, which needs only 
to be stated in order to be made palpable. The 
worship of God, in every form of which it is suscep- 
tible, must, in order to be pleasing to him, be the 
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Jree and voluntary offering of the soul, made with en^ 
tire sincerity ; for " God is a spirit, and those who 
worship him, must worship him in spirit and in 
truth." Every human statute, then, designed to en- 
force an act of worship upon men, is, in its very 
nature, nugatory and useless. 

I may add, moreover, that all subjection to penal- 
ties of any kind, express or implied, because men 
will not agree to practice particular modes of wor- 
ship, is a violation of the rights, and of the liberty, of 
conscience. They are a partial effort to effect by 
compulsion, that which from its very nature cannot 
be so effected. The external act of worship, such 
penal statutes may indeed oblige men to perform ; 
but in case they do accomplish this, they only com- 
pel men to be guilty of hypocrisy — the very last 
thing, which can be pleasing in the sight of him who 
looketh not on the outward appearance, but on the 
heart. 

Every enlightened and liberal man has, in his own 
breast, a spontaneous feeling that all this is true. 
He feels, too, that the right of conscience in matters 
of religion, is the most dear and sacred of all rights. 
It is indeed one which should never be intermeddled 
with, never limited, except in cases where pretended 
religious principles or rights lead to immorality of 
conduct, and to violation of the laws of the country* 
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Id such caseSf all pretences to imy religioos principte 
may be regarded as false^ aad merely feigned in or^ 
der to deceiTe the community. 

I know well, that it may be asked here, and prob-^ 
ably it will be asked by some, "What? must we 
then, in order to enjoy liberty, permit the free exer- 
cise of all forms and modes of worship among us ? 
May the Jew erect his tabernacle, to blaspheme the 
Saviour there, and to curse his followers ? May the 
Mohammedan bow down, in his mosque, toward the 
tomb of that impostor, who has Ailed the eastern 
world with baleful superstition, and deluged it with 
blood ? May the Pagan prostrate himself, among os, 
before a stock or a stone? May the devotees of 
Brahma act over again tlie scenes of Juggernaut ? 
May all kinds of Deists, and other sects whose opin- 
ions have an immortal tendency, be placed on the 
Mme level, by the laws, with those who are rational 
and sincere Christians ?" 

To questions mch as these, we may answer, either 
in the affirmative or negative, accordingly as they are 
understood. In the affirmative, if the question mean 
simply, whether a Jew, a Mohammedan, a Pagan, or 
a Deist, shall foe permitted each to worship his God 
or gods, in his own t^'ay, without annoyance or mo- 
lestation to others. - But if the question be, whether 
a Jew shall be permitted publicly to blaspheme the 
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Kedeemer, aiid to curse his followers ; whether a 
Mahomme^an may publicly show his contempt for 
Christians, and treat them with coi^tumely, or hoist 
the bloody banner of the crescent among us ; wheth- 
er a Pagan may throw himself, or his children, under 
the wheels of Juggernaut's car, or his widow bum 
herself on his funeral pile ; if it be, whether a Deist 
may openly reproach Christian principles and institu- 
tions, and annoy or hinder those who worship in a 
Christian manner — to all these questions we may 
confidently answer, No. If we have not the power, 
in a Christian land, and the right too, of denying 
such liberties, then we have not the power and the 
right to secure our most important privileges ; and we 
must sacrifice, also, the very objects, for the attain- 
ment of which we have associated together in a oom« 
raunity. 

On similar grounds, men, who avow principles 
which render null all obligation by an oath, either an 
oath of office, or one for the purpose of legal testi- 
mony, ought to be subjected to the disabflity which 
this creates. All who deny the doctruie of future 
retribution for crimes committed in the present world, 
do plainly, in the eye of reason, incur a disability of 
such a nature. Persons of this class fall below the 
very heathen, in their religious sentiments ; for most 
of the Pagans have always admitted, in some form or 
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other, the doctrine of punishment in the world to 
come for crimes committed in the present life. 
There can be no possible sanction to the oath of a 
man, who rejects all future punishment ; and it is 
palpably, a mere mockery of all the forms of justice, 
and of all the rational principles of true liberty, to 
admit those to the privileges of an oath, who deny 
that God will judge the earth, and reward men here- 
after according to their works. 

But my limits constrain me to quit the deeply in- 
teresting topic of religious liberty, by making only a 
very few additional remarks. 

After all the difficulties of this subject are consid- 
ered, it still appears quite plain, that liberty of con- 
science is an essential part of a rational man's free- 
dom. The advocates for a different principle make 
a fearful experiment, when they commit to civil 
rulers the power of prescribing in what manner God 
shall be worshipped. May not that which the legis- 
lative power of this year sanctions, be annulled by 
their successors ? May not the same power, which 
is competent to decree a peculiar mode of Christian 
worship, to-day, decide, to-morrow, that we shall 
bow down in the temple of reason ? Yes ; we have 
seen this done ; and therefore it may be done again. 
Nay, it may be done just as often as irreligion may 
become predominant, at any period of national ex- 
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istence. The advocate of any particular religious 
sentiment, then, never can reason more formidably 
against his own cause, than w^hen he undertakes to 
justify the assumption, by the civil power, of any 
right to legislate for the consciences of men. What 
is to any religious party a protecting, fostering pow- 
er, to-day, may become, to-morrow, a deadly foe, 
and bring destiuction upon them. 

4. True freedom aflfords protection to property, and 
secures a right to the free disposal of it for all lawful 
purposes. 

For all lawful purposes^ means, as I now employ 
the phrase, to all such purposes as do not injure the 
community, nor the rights of individuals* But here, 
it must be acknowledged, is ground which may be 
contested. Plain as this matter appears, as reduced 
to practice among us; and well understood as the 
principles are in respect to it, which an have actual 
bearing upon real life ; yet the theory of this subject 
is encompassed with some difficulties, respecting 
which it is much easier to make assertions, than to 
prove them. 

We aver, that men have no right to withhold their 
property from taxation which the public good de- 
mands ; that they have no right to devote it to an im- 
moral use, or to such uses as will corrupt society, pro- 
mote vicious indulgencies, or inflame unhallowed pas- 
3 
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sions. This is all plain enough, in the abstract. 
But of the nicer cases which may occur, an objec- 
tor might ask, Who then is to judge, whether the 
public good requires such and such taxes ? Who is to 
decide the question whether ittimoral f^actices will 
be favoured, and unhallowed passions excited, by 
devoting property to this or that use ? And the 
answer to these questions, in some cases, is not with- 
out embarrassment, even to the most enlightened de- 
fenders of rational liberty. Happily for the interests 
of society, cases of this nature prove to be usually 
less difficult, in practice, than they seem to be in 
theory. 

A true state of freedom, moreover, secures to all 
classes of men, who have not forfeited their priviliges 
by crime, the right to dispose of their property, 
after their decease^ in such a manner as they shall 
judge best ; subject however to the same limitations 
in regard to the public weal, as the disposal <^ it was 
subjected to, during their life time. This is one of 
the last rights, which parents who love their children, 
and all who love their friends, would be willing to 
surrender ; and it is so sacred, that even the most 
despotic forms of government hlive generally felt 
obliged to acknowledge it. 

We have now seen, that freedom implies security 
to life, to personsal liberty, to liberty of conscience, 
and to the disposal of property as each one may judge 
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best. We have taken a brief view of the limitations 
to which all of these rights are necessarily subjected, 
Hnder a government of rational freedom. It were 
easy to add many more considfH^tions of a nature 
similar to those already advanced ; but the time to 
which I must limit myself forbids, I come, as was 
proposed, 

II. To SHOW THAT A CHRISTIAN SPIRIT WILL 
PROMOTE AND SECURE TRUE LIBERTY. 

On general ground, this may be shown with very 
little difficulty. It is a fundamental pmiciple of 
Christianity, that we should hve our neigkbour as 
ourselves. Whenever this shsdi be done, and wher- 
ever it shall be done, jM'OtecCicMi in the most effectual 
mafifier to the life, liberty, and peperty of men, will 
necessisiriy ensue. If we love our neighbour ds our- 
selves, it is plain that we shall never designedly in- 
jure him, iin respect to any of the i^ts wUch free- 
dom bestows. We never <»n deny him any rights, 
which we >cou}d venture to d^m for ourselvjes ; we 
can take firom him nothing, whidh we shodd not w3- 
lingly pen»it him to take from «s. 

Then the gospel has decided, too, the qiiestiaif wlio 
is our neighbour^ A9. men are neighbours to each 
oAer. " In Christ Jesus, there is neither Greek nor 
lew, Batborian nor Scythian, bond iior free ;" iall are 
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one — one in respect to their native rights, and claims, 
and rank. There is no difference between the col- 
oured and the white man, mider the empire of gospel 
truth. God has not only made all nations of one 
blood ; but he has permitted them all to claim the 
same relation to him ; he permits them to share equal- 
ly in the bounties of his providence and of his grace. 
If they are abridged of any of these privileges, it is 
not their Creator who has abridged them, but those 
who have abused the power which was entrusted to 
them, and shown themselves unworthy of such a trust. 
The Maker of heaven and earth, regards all men in 
the simple light of moral worth. External circumstan- 
ces, rank, condition, form, colour, occupation — every 
distinction of which proud and petty men boast and 
with which they are inflated — is perfectly insignifi- 
cant in the sight of Him, " who seeth not as man 
seeth." In his view, the beggar in the Lazaretto, if 
possessed of a meek,, humble, and filial spirit, is a 
prince ; and the prince who is haughty, and luxurious, 
and oppressive, and ungrateful, is a beggar indeed. 
Nothing can be more insignificant, in the eyes of an 
all-seeing God, than the distinctions from external con- 
dition, which the pride and folly of men have set up. 
Christianity, moreover, in its very nature and ge- 
nius, is republican. It is the genuine, unadulterated 
doctrine of liberty and equality. To all men it gives 
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a liberty to exercise their eflforts and desires without 
restraint, so far as consists with the public good ; for 
this results from the simple principle of giving to oth- 
ers that liberty which we may justly claim for our- 
selves. There is no one thing, which Christianity 
forbids, that would not be detrimental either to the 
public, or to the individual who might practice it. All 
its precepts and penalties stand on this basis ; and 
they are equally applicable to all men. Whatever 
men may do or refuse to do, about submission to laws 
made by others like themselves, by the very nature 
which is given them at their creation, they are sub- 
ject to the laws of heaven. None are too high to be 
made the subjects of these laws ; none too low to be 
affected by their controul. Consequently all men 
are, by the nature of their subjection to the same 
laws, placed on the ground of equality by the Chris- 
tian religion. 

I hesitate not to say, then, that Christianity is, in 
its very nature, true liberty and equality. It does 
not, indeed, teach us that all men possess equal tal- 
ents of any kind, nor characters which are equally 
estimable. It does not maintain that all men ought 
to have equal influence in the community, whether 
their character is good or bad, whether their intellec- 
tual powers are strong or weak. No ; it recognizes 
all these differences among men. But still, from th^ 
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ttry Dadsre of the priiici[des wliidh it teaches, it ne- 
eessarily nwhitafaw an equaUtif i^ MigatUm ammg 
aD classes of men to the ia|Nfenie tews of heavMi, tmA 
it lyiain tainft an equoUty cf rights amcHig all. This is 
the only rationd and trae eqoalitf that erer will, or 
can, exkt amcng men. 

Under a gvnrernment, whic^ is free npon C^iisdan 
pnnci|de8, no nmn can be debarred (torn privileges 
which another is permitted to enjoy, or from claims 
which another is permitted to make, except 1^ his 
own defimlt, or disobedience to the laws of hb coon- 
try. Office is accessible to all, wealth is accessible 
to all, influence and respect are accessible to all, 
wherever and whenever men do to odiers that which 
they would that others should do to them. All tins 
is necessarily implied in a Christiah sjHrit. 

I am not ignorant, that I am now treadii^ upon 
ground, which is deemed sacred by the great body of 
our brethren in the eastern world. They will rise tip, 
by thousands and by millions, in opposition to flie 
princq^s which have been avowed, and demand 
an answer to the questions, Whether we are Hot to 
hommr the Mng^ as well as to fear God 9 fttd, 
whether every soul is not to be subject to the powers 
ujhfidk be f These qnestions, although highly itnpcnr'^ 
tant, and (from the connexion in Which they stand) 
fearfril, we will not shrink from answering. We 
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ought to do this, indeed, in the spirit of resqpect and 
aflfection for many of the worthy men who urge them 
upon us ; yet we cannot forbear to claim the privi* 
lege of doing it, with the boldness of those who 
mean tp <^ stand £sist in the liberty wherewith Christ 
lias made them free.'' 

We do avow, then, our full conviction, that the 
Christian religion, in its progress, is, and must for* 
ever be, fundamentally at variance with the whole 
of that system of doctrines, which teaches that one 
part of mankind were bom only to govern, the other 
to be governed ; that one were born to be the native 
possessors of rights, unmunities, and honours, which 
must he denied to all others ; that one portion are 
bom to be decorated with the splendour of office and 
the insignia of honour, to riot in wealth and luxury^ 
while another were bom merely for the purpose of 
procuring the. means for all this, by toil and by the 
sweat of their brows, by privation and suffering. 
This is not the doctrine of " dokig as we would be 
done by." Nay, it is downright opposition to thp sa 
cred princq^lci 

We do believe, that the spirit of our holy rel%ion 
will eventuaUr overturn every throne on earth, which 
is not erected by the free consent of the peofde who 
are to be governed by it ; that it will lay aside every 
crown, and star, and all the glittering distinctions 
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of kings, and princes, and noUes — those baubles 
which swell the hearts of some with [Nride, bat make 
others sweat blood in order to procure them. Not 
that Christianitj will affect this bj sedition and 
treascm ; less still, bj violence or Uood^ed. No ; 
the principles which it inculcates, can never Bjpptove 
or allow of these. Men of different principles from 
those of our religiiMi, rescHt to means like these. 
Atheism and Deism have once attempted, in our 
day, a remedy for the evils of de^odsm ; but the 
remedy proved to be worse than the disease. After 
millions of vicUms had bled upon the altar of what 
they caUed liberty, their vows were still unpaid, and 
their prayers unaccepted. LIBERTY had indeed been 
inscribed upon the banners which led their van ; but 
the rear marched under the bloody flag, with the de- 
stroying angel at their head. 

Not so will Christianity achieve her victories. 
Thrones will £adl before her ; all thrones, as I believe, 
because I do not see how a Christian community, 
universally enlightened, and capable of governing 
themselves, can ever prefer a monarchical form of 
government to a republican one. All princes and 
nobles will renounce their idle distinctions, and their 
ill-founded and arrogant claims. But all this will be 
voluntarily done. When the march of truth shall ad- 
wnce through every country : when Chrstian light 
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and Christian feeling shall be diffused among every 
class of the community, so that all may safely come 
to enjoy the liberty wherewith Christ makes his fol- 
lowers free ; then will crumble to dust every heredi- 
tary throne ; and every claim to hereditary privileges, 
and honours, and rights (that of property alone ex- 
cepted,) will be spurned from society. The very 
idea of doing to others that which we desire them to 
do to us, must banish every claim of this nature from 
the face of the earth, just as far as this principle 
extends. 

No wonder, then, that despots, and the claimants 
great and small of hereditary rights and privileges 
and honours, in the old world, are jealous of the pro- 
gress of vital Christianity. All those forms of it, 
which acknowledge the divine rights of kings and 
nobles, they are very willing to tolerate ; or rather, 
they take a deep interest in fostering them. But 
let that form of our religion shew itself, which insists 
that there is neither Jew nor Greek, Barbarian nor 
Scythian, bond nor free, i. e. that there are no vassals 
and no lords, and they summon all their rage and 
all their embattled hosts to crush it. Here is the 
grand secret of enmity among them to Bible Socie- 
ties, and to evangelical missionary operations. The 
people must not be taught a knowledge of their 

rights, or the principles of Christian freedom and 

4 
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equality. This will make the throne to totter; it 
will tarnish the glittering star and garter. Nay, it 
would come, at last, to the tremendous result, that 
magistrates must be appointed by the people, and ^or 
the people, and solely for the purpose of promoting 
their interests and welfare, to labour for their good ; 
not to prey upon them, nor to riot in the spoils of 
their hard-earned substance. 

Who can deny, now, that the despots of the old 
world are sagacious in respect to this subject ? Their 
conduct shews well, that they fear the worst for their 
claims and their immunities, should pure evangelical 
truth prevail. They certainly have great reason for 
their fears; for "where the spirit of the Lord is, 
there is liberty." 

It is no adequate reply to all this, to say that the 
Bible requires us to " honour the king," and declares, 
that " the powers which be are ordained of God.'* 
I acknowledge that such precepts and declarations 
are found in it ; and I rejoice that they are. But 
look for a moment at the object of them. Christ 
came to establish a moral kingdom on earth. His 
followers, for a long time, were few and feeble and 
persecuted. Among them, originally, Jews were 
almost every where intermingled ; who never sub- 
mitted, without great reluctance and indignation, to 
the yoke of heathen power. Regarding themselves 
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as the peculiar and favourite people of God, they felt 
subjection to a Pagan civil power to be^a dishonour, 
aiid a grievance too great to be endured; and they 
were ready, on every slight occasion, to murmur and 
exhibit a seditious spirit. The Christian Jews needed 
great caution on this subject. 

Besides, the early Christians had no participation, 
genei^lly, in the affairs of civil government ; nor was 
there any free government in existence, during the 
first ages of our holy religion. The civil powers 
then in being were, more commonly, hostile to Chris- 
tians. Of what avail then could resistance be, when 
made by a mere handful of men, against the mighty 
empire of Rome ? Nay, how could resistance in any 
way be made, (except by sedition or rebellion), against 
a government where no elective franchise was enjoy- 
ed ? And how could such a franchise be claimed, 
before a majority of the citizens became Christians ? 

Is it any wonder, then, that a religion, which in its 
very nature is designed t6 promote peace, should re- 
quire its votaries, under these circumstances, to hon- 
our the Roman emperor, and to submit in quiet to 
the magistrates which then existed, acknowledging 
civil power to be an ordinance of divine institution ? 
Is it any wonder, that the holy Saviour should forbid 
his followers to be guilty of sedition and treason? 
Nothing can be plainer, than the propriety of such 
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precepts as those now under discussion ; and nothing 
can be more reasonable, than that the uneasy and un- 
tamed spirit of the Hebrews, belonging to the church 
in primitiye ages, should have been repressed by 
them. 

But are we to argue from all this, that when Chris- 
tianity has won over the great majority of any nation 
to itself, Christians have no right peaceably to choose 
for themselves that form of government which they 
would prefer ? Must they always be bound, let their 
numbers and influence become what they may, to 
submit to all the evils and impositions of an oppres- 
sive and persecuting civil power ? Must they, when 
they come to form the body of a nation, live as 
they did when they were few and feeble, under 
Caligula, and Nero, and Domician? And, even if 
hereditary monarchy, and all the evils of a titled and 
hereditary and profligate nobility, be entailed upon 
them by the ages of darkness and superstition which 
preceded, have they no right to reform these evils, 
and to vindicate their claims as rational beings, made 
in the image of their Creator ? The gospel must be 
erased from the book of God, before we shall believe 
this. We avow our belief, with open face, and with 
unaltered and unalterable conviction, that " where 
the spirit of the Lord is, there will be liberty." 
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But I must retreat from this hazardous, though in- 
teresting ground, in order to touch upon another view 
of my subject. I venture now to advance a step 
farther than I have yet gone, and to aver, that all 

HOPE OF RENDERING TRUE LIBERTY PERMANENT 
AMONG ANY PEOPLE, MUST BE PLACED IN THE CHRIS- 
TIAN SPIRIT ONLY. 

Shall I call upon you, my friends, to trace with me 
the melancholy ground, where freedom in some good 
degree once dwelt, but where the traveller now can 
see only the mouldering ruins of ancient republics ? 
Republican Greece, Rome ! names endeared to ev- 
ery true scholar and enlightened patriot, by his early 
studies and his youthful pursuits ; where are they 
now ? And where, too, are the modern republics ? 
Infidels have recently tried their skill and power, in 
the erection of a government which they thought to 
be free. In this experiment, they wielded the des- 
tinies of the most powerfiil nation in Europe. But 
where is their republic ? The very same generation 
has seen it erected, and dashed in pieces. And why ? 
Because there was no spirit of the Lord there : no 
sacred principle to guide, and moderate, and preserve 
the whole. 

So, I doubt not, it must forever be. Men cannot 
be controlled by a power less than that which is from 
above. The fear of God, the apprehension of an 



eternal judgment, the love of Chridt, aiid the spirit oi 
Christian' benevolence toward fellow-bemgs, • are the 
only principles which have* omnipotence ovier the jar- 
ring elements of such a world as this ; they ouly'caii 
calm its raging billows, and hush them to peace. 
How can men be kept from being ambitious, envious, 
covetous, greedy for office, and insatiable for popular 
applause, by any motives which the world offers, or 
can offer, or by any considerations which irrelij^on or 
false religion may prge ? From the very nature of 
the case, it is an impossibility ; and the experience of 
all ages pronounces it to be so. Has not every free 
government on earth been overturned by men of such 
a character ? And are not your eyes open, my friends, 
to see, and do not your hearts beat high, at times, 
with agitation when you feel, that there are dark 
clouds now hovering around our horizon, and threat- 
ening a storm' which may lay waste our goodly heri- 
tage ? Is there any thing which can tame that bale- 
ful spirit that fills you with apprehensions, but the 
power of the gospel ? God grant that those who 
look to other means, may not see, ere one generation 
has passed away, that they are cherishing a most 
fatal error ! 

I cannot delay, here, to enumerate the various and 
multiplied bharitable and benevolent institutions arid 
societies of our Country, raised up and fostered by the 
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spirit .which the. gospel ihas inspured. Where, in all 
the heathen world, was ever any thing like them ? 
Ah no ! The tender mercies of the heathen have al- 
ways been; cruelty. I advert to objects of this nature 
merely for the sake of observing, that they help ex- 
ceedingly to attach us to our country, and its happy 
form of government ; and in this way they contri- 
bute, in no small degree, to render permanent the 
blessings of civil libeity, and to throw obstacles in 
the way of such as might aim at deoriving us of these 
blessings. 

Still, there must be more than all this, in order to 
secure our privileges. The spirit of Christ must per- 
vade the breasts of our rulers and magistrates, or we 
shall, sooner or later, lose our freedom. Men in 
every age and country are essentially the same. 
Every where they are covetous, vain, ambitious, and 
greedy of sensual pleasure. If there be no powerful 
check on these passions, in our country, will they not 
bring our republic to ruin, just as certainly as they 
have ruined all other republics ? To deny it would 
be idle. It would betray, either a gross ignorance 
of the nature and history of man, or a gross attach- 
ment to the very vices which have just been named. 

It was the spirit of Christianity, which laid the 
foundation for all the liberty and freedom that we 
enjoy, in this country. It is only that, which can 
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preserve our privileges. Tell me vi^hat can be sub- 
stituted in its place ? Is it theism or rationalism ? 
I point you to France, the very focus of these princi- 
ples. Is it any of the Pagan forms of religion? 
Look at the mouldering ruins of every heathen re- 
public. Is it virtue, without any form of religion ? 
An empty name ; a mere phantom ; a lure to certain 
and absolute perdition. 

But, on the other hand, suppose now that all class- 
es of our community were to become true Christians, 
and enlightened ones ; that all should cherish the 
spirit of loving their neighbour as well as themselves ; 
that all should love and fear God ; that all should 
sincerely believe in his omniscience, and their accoun- 
tability to him for all their thoughts and actions; 
in such a case, where would be the materials for par- 
ty, and strife, and revolt, and anarchy ? The very 
nature of the thing carries its own evidence along 
with it. A government founded in the affections of 
a people, possessed of a spirit truly Christian, must 
endure as long as such a spirit shall be cherished. 

Every true friend to our present liberties, every 
real patriot, is bound to inquire with anxious solici- 
tude what will best secure and perpetuate them. 
Need I say, that compacts, and confederations, and 
written constitutions, are but a feeble security for the 
blessings of freedom ? My friends, you know this 
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"but too well. Paper ramparts, to guard your sacred 
Palladium ! What ? may not one hour's assault 
level them all with the dust ? The people who erect- 
ed them, can, at any time, tear th«m down. And 
^what more is necessary to lead them to do so, than 
the ambition, the arts, the dissimulation, the flat- 
tery, or the embittered resentment, of some able 
demagf^e like Cesar, or like the mighty Colossus 
^s^hich bestrided France ? Every year, too, witnesses 
assaults made upon the ramparts which you have 
erected ; and every year, if it does not make an ac- 
tual breach in them, seems to be preparing the way 
for one to be made with tremendous effect. 

Where then can the patriot find any adequate 
means of isecurity for his country's freedom, except in 
the real solid virtue of the people at large, so as to 
render them unassailable by all the talent and power 
of the most able demagogue ? Plainly, there can be 
no security but this. And can any system of reli- 
gion, which the world has yet seen, accomplish the 
great object of rendering the people at large truly 
virtuous, except the Christian ? None. I appeal to 
fdcU I appeal to experience^ to justify this answer. 
1 appeal to the very nature of the case. No sys- 
tem of morals, which regulates merely the exte- 
rior ; which leaves the heart unchanged, and rank- 
ling with all the passions that men by nature possess ; 

6 
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can ever subdue ambition, love of power, thirst for 
sensual pleasure, eagerness to obtain wealth by which 
it may be acquired, and, I may add, though last yet 
not least, envy and resentment. It is the spirit of 
the Lord only, which can extinguish these fiercer 
flames that burn within the human breast. Now and 
then, a solitary philosopher may be found, who is a 
timid, domestic, speculating man, and who, although 
a Deist, would not be a dangerous member of the 
community. But for one such, a thousand of an op- 
posite character may be found, who need only exr 
citement enough, in order to perpetrate any deeds, 
which would gratify their prejudices or their revenge. 
The evidence of this truth is daily thrusting itself 
upon us, and has often, I may venture to avow, filled 
your bosoms and mine with painful anxiety for the 
future. 

The truth is^ human laws cannot reach the internal 
man. In fact, they do not reach the external one 
but in a very imperfect degree ; and this, for the plain 
reason, that they are not executed. Who does not 
know, that even in this highly favoured and enlight- 
ened State, with all the good habits and feelings de- 
rived from former days, the laws against Sabbath- 
breaking, profaneness, intemperance, idleness, gam- 
bling, unlawful assemblies, breaches of the peace, 
and many others, are openly and notoriously violated, 
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in many places, every week, while not a magistrate 
lifts his hand to put them into execution ? Of what 
use, we may well ask, are statutes, which are a dead 
letter ? None ; they are worse than nothing ; they 
only teach the wicked to despise all laws, and to 
trample them under their feet. 

How then, we may still ask, how are the disorder- 
ly and the seditious to be restrained, when no princi- 
ple of religion reaches their hearts, and when the 
laws of our country shall prove to be mere spiders' 
webs, brushed away by the slightest effort ? What 
is to stop the current of vice, and luxury, and the 
spirit of defiance to the laws and institutions of ouf 
land, which is evidently gaining ground, every year ? 
Others may answer as they judge best. As one who 
loves his country, and prays for its welfare, and feels 
that it is the cause of Christian freedom which it is 
embarked to support, I cannot help answering. The 
spirit of the Lord only will preserve our liberties to 
us. 

If this conclusion be right, it follows, that all class- 
es of the community, who intend to act as real and 
enlightened patriots, are bound to cherish such a 
spirit. In a particular manner, and agreeably with 
the nature of the present occasion, I may say this, 
with respect to magistrates and legislators. The 
members of this Legislature, now before me, occupy 
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a station of far greater honour than that of hereditary 
monarchs or noblemen. They are elevated to office, 
by the voluntary suffrages of freemen ; and their sta- 
tion makes them the guardians of the liberties, and 
interests, and happiness of the people of this Com- 
monwealth. In the connexion in which we stand, 
too, whatever they may do, will be intimately con- 
nected with the common welfare of our country at 
large. 

My respected Friends, your place is indeed a most 
responsible, and, in some points of view, awful one. 
I consider the government now established here, as 
probably making freedom's last experiment for the 
human race ; at least, for ages to come. The eyes 
of all nations are upon us. The partizans of despot- 
ism and hereditary rights are eagerly and hopefully 
expecting our fall, as the occasion of triumph and 
exultation ; as the signal for riveting the chains with* 
which their slaves are loaded, and deepening the 
sighs of the prisoner. To your hands, an important 
part of the question whether we shall stand or fall, 
is committed. We have given up our destinies to 
you. It is a fearful experiment. Not because we 
distrust you ; the choice we have made of you is a 
proof of the contrary. But it is a fearful experiment, 
because the interests of Christian freedom, of social 
happiness, of all that we hold dear in the present 
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world, are embarked in it. It is meet that jou should 
kel this, to the very bottom of your hearts. In the 
places which you now hold, you become, of course, 
conspicuous examples for the people who have eleva- 
ted you to them. You cannot do or say any thing, 
which will not be observed by them. You must ex- 
pect that your example will be imitated. If then 
you exhibit a spirit of pride and ambition, if you 
show an eagerness for promotion to office, and greedi- 
ly catch at popular applause by flattering the baser 
passions of men, you will have a deadly influence 
upon the welfare of your country. If you indulge in 
luxury, splendour, and sensual gratification ; if you 
covet wealth, and eagerly pursue it, either through 
the love of gain, or as the instrument of sensual grati- 
fication ; and if, when you have obtained it, you ex- 
pend it in sumptuous entertainments, or intemperate 
banquets, or parties of parade and show ; then will 
you help to plunge your country into ruin. Luxury 
and sensual gratification have first enervated, and then 
ruined, every republic that has hitherto existed upon 
earth. Rulers, therefore, who set an example of this 
nature, are contributing more to undo their country, 
and destroy its liberties, than all the oppressive and 
unjust laws, which they can make, would do. These, 
from their very nature, might excite opposition, and 
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soon meet with overthrow. But what can do away 
the effects of luxury, pride, and sensuality, upon the 
middling and lower classes of the community ? Noth- 
ing ; it is a wrong which no power short of omnipo- 
tence can redress. 

Rulers, too, who break the Sabbath ; who profaned 
the sacred name of God ; who neglect the ordinances 
of his holy religion ; who treat with scorn and con- 
tumely the humble Christian, for the honest expres- 
sion of his zeal in the Saviour's cause ; who, although 
they profess to be patriots, and stern advocates for 
the liberty of nian, frown upon every effort to extend 
among the heathen the influence of that religion 
which is the only means of making them free, and 
look down with contempt on the labours of those 
who are devoting their lives to the promotion of vital 
Christianity, among all classes of the community at 
home ; all such are fearfully hastening their country^s 
doom. They may boast themselves of patriotism ; 
they may pour forth strains of eloquence to enrap- 
tured listeners, in the halls of legislation or of jus- 
tice, or in presence of popular assemblies ; they may 
be instruments of kindling the glow of patriotic feel- 
ing, for the moment, in thousands of bosoms, and be 
hailed as the bulwarks of freedom, and the defenders 
of their country ; yet if, in their character as private 
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citizens,, they are not honest, just, sober, temperate, 
friends of order, and friends of true piety, they are 
hastening on their country's doom. 

Need I say, that example speaks a thousand times 
more than precept ? Need I prove, that a man may 
make long and eloquent speeches in defence of lib- 
erty and right, who daily violates the principles of 
"both, in his walk and conversation ? Too well we 
know this already ; the assertion is on every tongue. 

My respected Friends, you are Magistrates. By 
the acceptance of your office you have made your- 
selves responsible to this people ; to the world ; 
AND TO God. 

To this people. They have placed you in a situa- 
tion, where all which they hold dear is committed to 
jour management and direction. You can neither 
cast off, nor in any way diminish, the obligation which 
your present circumstances impose upon you, so to 
live, and act, and discharge your official duties, as to 
promote the highest and best interests of your country, 
for time and for eternity. 

You are responsible to the world. It is indeed a 
solemn thought, that you are probably making free* 
dom's last and best experiment. The human race 
are interested in its success. One half century more 
of happy experiment, and the despotisms of Europe 
and Asia will be shaken. A failure within that 
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period, will involve our race in more than Egyptian 

night. 

You are responsible to God. " God standeth in 
the congregation of the mighty ; he judgeth among 
the gods." Not a talent is committed to your charge, 
but you must account for it. Not a measure can 
be taken by you, that respects the morals, or religion, 
or even temporal interests only of this community, 
without incurring a responsibility which is great. It 
may be, that all minds will not regard this subject as 
the preacher does : but whether this be so or not, can 
never alter the fact, that there is a God who judgeth 
' the earth ; there is a Saviour, before whose tribunal 
we must all stand. Yes, there is a day, an awful 
day, of account ; when every thought, word, and 
deed will pass in review before the eternal Judge ; 
when every measure that opposes the interests of 
his kingdom among men will be taken cognizance of; 
when rulers and people must answer for every thing 
which they have done to diminish or to destroy the 
power of Christianity ovgr the hearts and lives of 
men, or to injure that liberty which can be enjoyed 
only where the spirit of the Lord is. When we shall 
appear before the tribunal of the omniiscient God, 
the honours of wordly office will be forgotten, the 
splendor of elevated station, the huzzas of thous- 
ands while living, or the eulogies of millions when 
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dead, will produce no effect upon his decision. He 
is no respecter of persons. If a ruler encourages 
vice, by his example ; if he contributes to dishonour 
the religion of the Saviour, hy unbelief, by skepticism 
or by an unholy life ; if in any way he helps to ren- 
der it despised or inefficacious in the world ; then no 
applauses of men, no funeral eulogies or honours, can 
protect him from the sentence of him who has said, 
" He that believeth not the Son, shall not see life, but 
the wrath of God abideth on him." 

Let every true patriot and ruler, then, prepare for 
that awful day, by the faithful discharge of his duties, 
both in public and private life. God grant that every 
magistrate of this community may lay to heart con- 
siderations like these, so that he may be able to ren- 
der his account with joy and not with grief ! 

The members of the Legislature now before me, 
are convened on holy ground. Here is the sacred 
place, where liberty in its best form first struggled 
into being. This is the very spot, where the pulsa- 
tions of the heart of true freedom began to beat. I, 
who was bom and nurtured in another State, may 
venture to say this, without the appearance of self- 
gratulation. The remembrance of early days rushes 
upon my mind, and rekindles the enthusiasm with 
which I then read the story of your efforts and suf- 
ferings, on this ground, in behalf of your country's 
6 



freedom, while I bedewed the pages with tear* which 
recorded them» Increasing years have not diminish- 
ed' that feeling ; and it has been greatly augmentedi 
by a personal knowledge of this place and people- 
It i« my most fervent supplication to Godf that here» 
where freedom began, her reign may continue down 
jU> the end of time. Here may the flame of Cbri?- 
ijan liberty, which has been kindled, burn brighter and 
brighter^ until states and empires shall be no more ! 

But if, in the inscrutable purposes of heavjef^, and 
in judgment to our race, the cause of freedom must 
again sink ; if she is to be wounded in every part, 
wd the current of her blood to be drained from ev^ry 
vein and artery of the body ; may the seat of life 
here, still remain in action! But if even the vary 
heart, too, must be drained of its last drpp^ and life 
^ase to beat ; then, let the funeral obsequies of hu- 
man happiness be kept in solemn sadness ; let the 
heavens be hung with black? and the earth clotbad 
with habiliments of mourning, in token of grief that 
the liberty of man is no more ! Am<en- 
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